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Paracelsus believed in demons, but denied them any powers;
and in astrology, but thought that man can rise above it. He
placed himself squarely across superstition and science. His
most scientific approaches have since been discarded as mere
superstitions, while several of his crudest superstitions have
found justification in some new scientific discovery.

As a result discussion of his views became rather bewilder-
ing. We cannot decide what was superstition and what scientific
observation, so long as we look at results, theories, theses, be-
liefs, or any content. Whether a particular opinion is scientific
or superstitious depends on the method by which this insight
was gained. Did it integrate the available experience? Was
there any means of checking it through observation or experi-
ment? Did it satisfy the laws of logic, and in particular, did it
presuppose a reasonable relationship between cause and effect?
Finally, did it assume a self-contained universe?

Such a reasonable assumption, for instance, was the alleged
influence of the stars on epidemics. It happened to be errone-
ous, but it was not improbable. The assumptions of modern
science often are less plausible. But the available data support
them, as magic practices once were based on incomplete
information about facts. Error is not superstition. Was it un-
reasonable to expect that a magnet might "attract" ulcers or
that "radiating" mirrors and stones might disintegrate cancer?
Often, a truly modern approach masked itself in the super-
stitious medieval terminology. Thus, Paracelsus used the word
divination where he clearly had in mind prediction, a process
of all scientific analysis. *                                 ^T^tA * iC

"God has ordained that man should make divinations ffom
nature, but not without a medium. The proper medium is
the stars. Some think that God does things without any
intermediary or that angels are the

